
The scale and expected growth of Koppert Biological Systems requires a strong organisation. The 

Board of Directors of Koppert is therefore preparing a number of changes in order to provide for 

the companyôs continued efficient and market-oriented operations in the future.  

 

The first element of this plan is the appointment of two new directors, Karel Bolckmans and Peter 

Maes.  

 

Mr Karel Bolckmans  has been appointed as Koppertôs Director of Global 

R&D and Production of Natural Enemies. He has previously worked for 

Koppert as International Production and R&D Manager of Natural Enemies.  

  

Karel graduated as a bio -engineer from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 

(Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium) in 1991. He has been working in 

the biological control industry since 1992. Before coming to Koppert in 

1998, Karel worked as a market and business development manager 

within the horticultural market, where he gained international experience. 

He has worked for Koppert since 1998, as an R&D Manager since 1999 

and as International R&D & Production Manager for Natural Enemies since 

2000. Karel took charge of the research into the development of various new natural enemies and 

new production technologies, including that for the predatory mite Amblyseius swirskii.  

 

Karel was one of the joint founders of the IBMA (International Biocontrol Manufacturers 

Association), co -author of the new GlobalGAP IPM Toolbox and is a member of the Scientific 

Advisory Board for Vineland Research and Innovation Centre in Canada. He is also active within 

various working groups of the IOBC (International Organisation for Biological Control).  

 

Karel is 43 years old, is married to Ann Brouwers and has three children.  

 

Mr Peter Maes  has been appointed as Koppertôs new Director of 

Marketing & Sales Europe. Prior to this, he was Koppertôs Marketing & 

Sales Manager.  

 

He graduated in Industrial Agricultural Engineering, after which he 

gained a Masterôs degree in Human Ecology at the Vrije Universiteit 

(University) in Brussels in 1989. He also has a Masterôs in Supply Chain 

Management.   
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Peter has been working for Koppert for over 11 years and has 16 yearsô experience in exports in a 

variety of roles. In 2008, Peter was named Export Manager of the Year, an award that is the 

initiative of ExportSelect and Fenedex. Peter is also the chairman of the jury for the Export 

internal office award and he holds a number of executive positions on association committees.  

 

Peter Maes is 44 years old, is married to Hilde Haeseldonckx and has a son, Ward.  

 

Board of Directors of Koppert Biological Systems  

 

Paul Koppert, Managing Director  

Henri Oosthoek, Director of Marketing & Sales  

Robert Pathuis, Finance Director  
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Note for the editors:  

For further information about this press release, please contact:  

 

Koppert B.V.  

Markus Huurman, communication department  

E-mail: communication@koppert.nl  

 


